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Food, nutrition and infant health

296. The Committee is referred to pages 167-173 of Australia's First Report. 

297. During 1999-2000, the Federal Government took a lead role in developing a ten-year agenda for action in public health nutrition, titled Eat Well Australia. Priority nutrition areas identified include: prevention of overweight and obesity; increasing the consumption of fruits and vegetables; promotion of optimal nutrition for women, infants and children; and improving nutrition for vulnerable groups. 

298. The National Childhood Nutrition Program commenced in 1999. It is a $15 million, three year community grants program aimed at improving the diet and long-term eating patterns of children aged 0 - 12 and of pregnant women. Projects run under this program are targeting high need environments such as rural areas and remote and indigenous communities. The objectives of the program are to improve: 

· awareness of healthy diets and outcomes in healthy eating patterns 

· community knowledge, skills and capacity to promote nutritional health, and 

· availability of and access to nutritious foods. 

299. The Federal Government is committed to promoting, protecting and encouraging breastfeeding in the Australian community. Between 1996 - 2001, the National Breastfeeding Strategy funded a total of nine projects at a combined cost of $2 million. These projects were aimed at increasing the national incidence and duration of breastfeeding. The Federal Government is providing funding for two years to the Australian College of Midwives to implement and promote the Baby Friendly Hospital Initiative in Australia. Funding for three years (commencing in 2001) is also being provided to the Australian Breastfeeding Association to continue its work in educating mothers and counsellors about breastfeeding and in developing resources for the public. 

300. The Committee is referred to paragraph 98 above for information on legislation prohibiting discrimination against breastfeeding mothers. 

301. Action to increase folate intake by women of childbearing age commenced in 1996 to add to the effort to reduce the incidence of neural tube defects. Action includes: 

· increasing the knowledge of health care providers about the importance of folate 

· increasing the awareness of consumers, and 

· the production of folate intake kits for consumers

Indigenous children

285. At paragraph 13 of its Concluding Observations, the Committee expressed its concern about the: 

286. special problems still faced by Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders, as well as by children of non-English-speaking backgrounds, with regard to their enjoyment of the same standards of living and levels of services, particularly in [...] health. 

287. The Committee also recommended, at paragraph 32, that further steps be taken to raise the standards of health of disadvantaged groups, particularly indigenous Australians. 

288. Health and infant mortality rates among indigenous Australians continue to be of concern. However, studies indicate that Aboriginal infant mortality has declined significantly in the past 30 years, from 150 deaths per 1,000 live births in the Northern Territory in the 1960s to around 30 to 35 deaths per 1,000 live births in the 1980s.[27] In 1998-2000, the indigenous infant mortality rate for Queensland, the Northern Territory, Western Australian and South Australia combined was approximately 15 per 1,000 live births, a rate approximately three times higher than the total Australian infant mortality rate of 5 deaths per 1,000 live births. It should be noted however, that any reporting of trends in infant mortality over time should be considered with caution. Changes in the rates of identification of infants as indigenous and problems with accurately identifying the indigenous population constrain the ability to assess accurately changes in the infant mortality rate. 

289. The disparity in health between indigenous and non-indigenous infants may possibly be attributed to a multitude of historical and contemporary factors, for example: 

· Socioeconomic - low education, employment and income levels 

· Social and political - dislocation of communities, problems with mainstream services and lack of culturally appropriate services 

· Environmental - Poor living environments, poor housing, poor environmental infrastructure, poor access to healthy and fresh foods for those in remote areas 

· Access - Location, poor health linkages between Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Services and mainstream health providers, cultural/social issues, workforce issues (numbers and qualifications), financial barriers, and 

· Specific Health Risks - Low birthweight, poor nutrition, hazardous levels of alcohol use, high tobacco use, low levels of physical activity. 

290. There is evidence that antenatal and related population health programs, provided as a component of comprehensive primary health care, can reduce complications of pregnancy, the incidence of low birthweight and perinatal deaths. Improving access to antenatal, postnatal and general child and maternal health programs is a high priority to reduce infant mortality, morbidity and poor early growth in indigenous babies, and prevent the short and long-term implications of these factors. 

291. The Federal Government sponsors a number of initiatives aimed at improving the health of indigenous children. For example, the Federal Government has contributed $1.5 million to the Western Australian Aboriginal Child Health Survey. This survey is designed to provide the Government with planning data similar in quality and relevance to the information that is currently available in relation to non-indigenous children. The information will assist in the identification of priority targets for existing services and provide a knowledge base from which preventive strategies, health development and educational programs can be developed to optimise healthy development. 

292. State and Territory governments have also funded initiatives to improve the health of indigenous children. For example, the New South Wales Government has instituted the Aboriginal Health Strategic Plan. A key aim of this Plan is to improve the health of indigenous mothers and their children. In December 2000, the New South Wales Government allocated $1.5 million to improve indigenous maternal and infant health across the state. The Government also funded a training and support program for midwives and Aboriginal health workers. 

Youth suicide

296. This section focuses on initiatives specifically aimed at suicide prevention. Information on mental health generally appears below commencing at paragraph 310. 

297. Australian governments share the concern of the Committee about the incidence of suicide among young people (see paragraph 18 of the Committee's Concluding Observations). 

298. Figures for youth suicide are decreasing. Among young people aged 15 to 24 years, some 41 fewer suicides were recorded for 2001 compared with the figures of 1999. Since 1997 there has been a 35% decrease in suicides in this age group.[28] 

299. The National Youth Suicide Prevention Strategy (NYSPS) represented the first attempt to provide a nationally coordinated approach to youth suicide prevention throughout Australia. The strategy, which ran from 1995-1999, was the Federal Government's response to growing community concern in relation to rates of suicide among Australia's young people. As part of the Strategy, a range of projects within a public health framework were funded, guided and informed by panels of experts and community representatives providing broad consultation and research. State and Territory governments also developed and implemented strategies aimed at identifying "at risk" young people and developing programs to meet their needs. 

300. At the completion of the NYSPS, the Federal Government announced a National Suicide Prevention Strategy (NSPS) to build on the good results of the NYSPS. Initially, $48 million was allocated over five years for the NSPS. The NSPS has now been extended to June 2006, with a total budget allocation of $66 million. 

301. The focus of the NSPS is fostering strategic partnerships and to position suicide prevention effort across all sectors. The NSPS was endorsed by the National Advisory Council on Suicide Prevention, guided by consultation with key groups and evidence that suicide prevention requires a multi-faceted approach involving collaboration between all levels of government and the community. 

302. Auseinet, the Australian Network for Promotion, Prevention and Early Intervention for Mental Health, is a vehicle for the co-ordination, promotion and dissemination of high quality information to support implementation of NSPS. Further details on Auseinet can be found in the Health and Health Services section, below at paragraph 314 below. 

303. In an effort to address the rising rates of suicide by indigenous youth, ATSIC has been involved in developing the NSPS. The significance of substance misuse in indigenous youth suicide has led ATSIC to establish a Substance Misuse and Family Violence Taskforce to monitor programs and provide strategic advice to the ATSIC Board of Commissioners on this issue. 

Child care

324. The Federal Government has a strong commitment to supporting affordable, flexible and quality childcare services. Childcare is an essential element in helping families to balance their work and parenting roles and provides a stimulating and nurturing environment for children. 
325. Around six billion dollars has been allocated over the four years to 2005-06. This consists of: 

· child care benefit, which is mostly paid direct to services on behalf of families to reduce the fees paid, with some payment going direct to families, and 

· support for childcare, subsidies and other financial assistance to support services, which is paid by way of government grants to services and local government. 

326. High quality flexible childcare is important to support families and help build stronger communities in rural and regional Australia, particularly in indigenous communities. These communities may require different types of services to meet their particular needs or may need to be funded in a different way. The Federal Government funds a range of innovative and flexible services, such as Multi-functional Aboriginal Children's Services and mobile services. 
327. Other examples of funding assistance are the private provider incentives aimed at encouraging the establishment of child care centres where no other centre exists and the Disadvantaged Area Subsidy, which assists eligible services in rural, remote or urban fringe areas that may have small or fluctuating numbers of children in care. 

328. Another example which assists families in rural and remote areas to access childcare is the exemption for eligible childcare services from the 20 hour limit on non-work related care. This enables all families using eligible services to access and receive childcare benefit for up to 50 hours per child per week for non-work related care. This ensures childcare services remain viable where access to alternative childcare is not readily available. 

329. Federal Government funding is also provided to assist children with special needs, those from diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds, indigenous children and South Sea Islander children, to access and participate in child care. This assistance is provided through the Special Needs Subsidy Scheme and the Supplementary Services Program. 

330. The Government has placed more emphasis on quality childcare through the introduction of more rigorous requirements that services must meet in order to continue to receive federal funding. 

331. In addition to the federal Child Care Benefit scheme, the Northern Territory Government provides a subsidy to all licensed child care services at a rate of $20.20 per child per week for children over the age of two and an extra $7.17 per week per child for children under the age of two (2002-03 rates). The aim of the subsidy is to contain the cost of care for families and maintain fee charges at an acceptable level. 

Indigenous housing

341. The Federal Government notes the concern of the Committee, expressed at paragraph 13 of its Concluding Observations, at: 

342. the special problems still faced by Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders, as well as by children of non-English-speaking backgrounds, with regard to their enjoyment of the same standards of living. 

343. The Federal Government currently spends over $300 million each year on indigenous housing and infrastructure. In the 2001 Budget, it allocated an additional $75 million over four years to expand the supply of healthy housing and housing related infrastructure for indigenous people living in rural and remote areas. The additional housing funds will be targeted to: upgrading the standard of existing houses; training indigenous community housing organisations to manage and maintain their houses; and regular maintenance of houses. 

344. In May 2001, Federal, State and Territory ministers with responsibility for housing adopted the Federal/State Working Group on Indigenous Housing's recommendation of a 10-year statement of future direction, Building a better future: Indigenous housing to 2010. In this statement, the ministers affirmed their commitment to a national effort to make a real difference in housing and environmental health outcomes for indigenous Australians. They also established a Standing Committee on Indigenous Housing to monitor progress in this area. 

345. ATSIC administers the Community Housing and Infrastructure Program (CHIP). CHIP is, in most instances, a supplementary program aimed at improving environmental health and housing conditions in indigenous communities. Services that are provided through CHIP include housing, infrastructure and the servicing and maintenance of both housing and infrastructure, with most provided in rural and remote areas. Through CHIP and an improved focus on servicing need through mainstream housing programs, governments hope to reduce the level of over-crowding in indigenous households and improve the standard of housing for indigenous Australians. 

346. ATSIC also facilitates the Home Ownership Program, which has as its objectives: 

347. assisting in increasing the home ownership rate of indigenous peoples to 40% by the year 2010, and 

348. providing a range of competitive housing loan products to eligible indigenous Australians who may not qualify for assistance from conventional lending institutions to assist them to buy and eventually own their own home. 

Literacy and numeracy

347. A key priority for the Federal Government has been to focus on achieving real, sustained improvements in the literacy and numeracy skills of Australian children. 

348. As part of the National Literacy and Numeracy Plan agreed to by Federal, State and Territory Education Ministers in 1997, national literacy and numeracy benchmarks for Years 3, 5 and 7 (that is, children aged between 8 and 13) have been developed, against which all children's achievement in these years can be measured. The benchmarks represent minimum standards required by all students for successful progress at school and ensure that problems with reading and numeracy are picked up before students enter high school. Literacy benchmarks include reading, writing and spelling. 

349. Student performance against the national benchmarks was assessed for the first time in 1999 using jurisdiction-based tests, with the results reported by all States and Territories publicly in the annual National Report on Schooling in Australia. The national benchmarks also enable comparison of performances by indigenous students and students with a language background other than English. 

350. The Federal Government has developed a range of programs to increase the literacy and numeracy of Australian children. They include: 

· the Strategic Assistance for Improving Student Outcomes Program, introduced in 2001, which aims to improve the learning outcomes of educationally disadvantaged students and the educational participation and outcomes of students with disabilities 

· National Literacy and Numeracy Week, an event held annually since 1999 to celebrate literacy and numeracy achievement, featuring federally funded awards to schools totalling $200,000 

· preschool profile guide, which assists preschool teachers in measuring and monitoring literacy and numeracy skills of preschool children, and 

· Strategic Results Projects, to which the Federal Government committed $37 million in 
1998-99, to including projects focused on student retention, literacy and numeracy. 

Indigenous education

351. The Committee is referred to pages 255-282 of Australia's First Report, in particular, pages 260-264. 

352. Australian governments share the Committee's concern, expressed at paragraph 13 of its Concluding Observations, about "the special problems still faced by Aboriginals and Torres Strait Islanders [...] with regard to their enjoyment of the same [...] levels of service, particularly in education [...]". The Committee then went on, at paragraph 32, to encourage Australia to "take further steps to raise the standards of [...] education of disadvantaged groups, particularly Aboriginals [and] Torres Strait Islanders". 

353. Since the consideration of Australia's First Report by the Committee, Federal, State and Territory governments have continued to work collectively to improve the education outcomes for indigenous children. 

354. The National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education Policy pays particular attention to the key areas of literacy, numeracy and school attendance in order to accelerate the pace of change. A major initiative under this strategy is Australians Working Together - Helping People to Move Forward. Under this program the Federal Government has provided $10.2 million in funding from 2001-04 for measures to encourage indigenous students to complete Year 12 and to progress to further education and training, and to provide vocational learning opportunities for indigenous secondary school students. 

355. Another major initiative under the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education Policy is the National Indigenous English Literacy and Numeracy Strategy. This strategy is a "blueprint" to lift school attendance rates; address health problems that undermine learning; attract and retain good teachers; and use the most effective teaching methods to obtain the most successful results for indigenous children. This includes intensive education in English as a second language for indigenous students from non-English speaking communities commencing school for the first time. In 2000, some 1,300 students benefited from this initiative. 

356. State and Territory governments have also developed initiatives to improve the education of indigenous students. In New South Wales, a State Literacy Strategy involving specific supplementary programs for indigenous students has been implemented and the number of trained indigenous education workers has been increased. 

357. In South Australia, Yurrekaityarindi, an Aboriginal decision-making model, has recently been introduced to ensure that indigenous parents and community members are included in educational decision-making in all government schools where indigenous students are enrolled. The recognition of indigenous community decision-making in the development of educational practices has supported an increase in the retention of indigenous students to year 12. Since 1998 the number of indigenous students has more than doubled. 

358. In Western Australia, the Follow the Dream strategy was introduced into selected Western Australian government schools to improve secondary retention of indigenous students. The strategy involves the identification of indigenous students who have been achieving at or above literacy and numeracy benchmarks in Year 7. These students are provided with the opportunity to join the program in Year 8 in participating secondary schools. Students involved in the strategy will receive comprehensive cross-agency personal development support throughout Years 8-12. 

Programs and activities

386. Federal, State and Territory governments have continued to develop a range of programs to promote leisure and cultural activities for children. An example of this is the Croc Eisteddfod Festivals that are held with the participation of the Federal, State and Territory governments. The festivals are held in regional centres, and are designed to promote health, education and employment in a spirit of reconciliation. They involve young indigenous and non-indigenous Australians in visual and performing arts, sports clinics and careers markets in a 100% drug and alcohol free environment. Federal Government funding is provided as part of the National Crime Prevention Program. 

387. National Youth Week, coordinated by FaCS in collaboration with State and Territory Departments, involves a range of youth-focused events including competitions, film festivals, debates, skateboarding exhibitions, forums, concerts and online events. 

388. National Reconciliation Week events and activities promoting reconciliation between indigenous and other Australians are held throughout Australia. In New South Wales, National Reconciliation Week activities have included the release in all schools of a kit of activities titled Towards Reconciliation and an exhibition held at the Art Gallery of New South Wales featuring both indigenous and non-indigenous student artwork from around New South Wales. 

Diversion schemes

443. Many jurisdictions in Australia have been exploring options for juvenile diversion (the practice of dealing with offenders through means other than the formal criminal justice process). The over riding aims of these schemes are to: 

· maximise the appropriate diversion of young people charged with an offence away from the formal justice system by providing alternative options for dealing with offending juveniles 

· minimise the likelihood of re-offending by young people who enter the juvenile justice system and maximise their chances of rehabilitation, and 

· engender public support for and confidence in the juvenile justice program by balancing community safety and security needs with programs that address the developmental needs of young people. 

444. For example, in Victoria, juvenile offenders may receive a community-based order or Youth Training Centre order rather than a custodial court sentence. 

445. Other juvenile diversion schemes (such as those operating in New South Wales, the Northern Territory and Western Australia) operate a hierarchy of interventions into juvenile offending. For example, in the Northern Territory, juvenile diversion schemes may include programs where juveniles may have to agree to certain minor conditions over a period of time, such as attending school and being of good behaviour, to informal programs where juveniles may be required to perform a community service to programs formally registered with the police, including case management through a range of actions such as counselling, employment, special education or substance abuse programs. 

446. As part of its National Crime Prevention Program, the Federal Government has commissioned research to assess current juvenile diversion schemes. 

447. Conferencing has proven to be a successful diversionary option for juvenile offenders in a number of jurisdictions. These conferences bring together the victim and the offender in order that the offender may acknowledge their actions, and that a plan can be developed to allow the young person to repair the harm done to the victim. Underpinning the conferences is the notion of restorative justice; the offence committed is seen as harm that is done to an individual or the community. 

448. In the first twelve months of the Northern Territory diversionary scheme (which commenced in 2000), detentions of indigenous juveniles for property offences were reduced by 41% whilst detentions of non-indigenous juveniles were reduced by 38%. Court appearances by juveniles were reduced by 31%. 

449. In New South Wales, the Bureau of Crime Statistics and Research (BOCSAR) released a report in 2000 evaluating that State's conferencing schemes. The report provides strong endorsement for the use of alternatives to court proceedings for dealing with juvenile offenders, outlining the high level of satisfaction experienced by all those involved in youth conferencing, including the victims of the offence. The report also confirms that offenders accepted responsibility for their offences, felt that the offence they had committed was wrong, understood what it felt like for those affected by their actions, and understood the harm they had caused to the victim. 

450. BOCSAR has also conducted a study into the re-offending rates of juvenile offenders who had participated in a conference compared to those who have been dealt with by courts. The report finds that the risk of re-offending and the rate of reappearances per year was up to 28% lower for juvenile offenders who had participated in a conference than for those who went to court. It also found that, of the juvenile offenders who re-offended, those who had participated in a conference had a greater crime free period than those who went to court. The difference in the crime free period between the conference and court groups increased over time. 

Diversion schemes

451. Effective diversion schemes for young indigenous offenders (discussed above at paragraph 443) play an important role in addressing some of the factors which contribute to an over-representation of young indigenous people in the criminal justice system, including: 

· the impact of policing: diversion schemes encourage the appropriate use of cautioning and other diversionary strategies by police services with indigenous young people. This reduces the impact of policing in indigenous communities and encourages police communication and co-operation with indigenous communities 

· offending patterns: indigenous young people are more likely than other young people to be arrested for the commission of more serious break and enter offences, and for a smaller proportion of "minor other theft", such as larceny. These are the kinds of offences most suitable for diversion, and 

· judicial decision-making: A 1998 study by the Judicial Commission of New South Wales, (Sentencing Disparity and the Ethnicity of Juvenile Offenders, found that there were statistically significant differences in the penalties received by indigenous juvenile offenders and their Anglo-Australian counterparts, with the former receiving penalties at the more severe end of the penalty hierarchy. Diversion schemes help to address this factor as they are specifically designed to divert indigenous offenders away from the court system. In addition, judicial education schemes both federally and in some States and Territories, aim to raise judicial awareness on matters such as sentencing and indigenous issues. 

452. Many of the juvenile diversion schemes operating in States and Territories include a strong focus on diverting indigenous juveniles to culturally appropriate diversion programs. For example, in Queensland, amendments in 2000 to the Juvenile Justice Act 1992 provide that, when an indigenous child is being sentenced, the court must have regard to submissions by a representative of the community justice group (or elder or other respected person) from that child's community. Such submissions would assist the sentencing process by providing information on the child's relationship to the community, cultural considerations, or considerations relating to offender programs and services. 

453. Indigenous communities have been involved in the development of diversion programs for indigenous youth. For example, the Queensland Government is progressing the expansion of community conferencing as a diversion option. The Northern Territory Government has funded the establishment of a number of Community Youth Development/Support Units (CYDUs). The CYDUs not only offer a range of programs but further provide a community consultation and coordination source for juvenile interventions. The activities of each CYDU are overseen by an independent committee made up of key representatives living in the community, including Traditional Elders, Council President, School Principals, Police, Health and Corrections. The CYDU develops a specific plan for young people identified as offenders or at-risk which could include compulsory attendance at nominated sport and recreation activities, counselling, community service, education or employment training. 

454. In its Social Justice Report 2001, HREOC criticised juvenile diversion schemes in Western Australia as discriminatory against indigenous children on the basis that: juvenile justice teams in country regions are not available as an alternative to detention, community-based programs in country areas for indigenous youth are lacking; diversion is not occurring at the earliest possible stage of the process; indigenous juveniles tend to be dealt with more harshly by police; and diversionary options are not culturally appropriate. 

455. Many of these concerns are being addressed by the Western Australia Government. It is expected that legislative amendments will be introduced into Parliament in the first half of 2003 to address the concerns. 

Indigenous people in the juvenile justice system

456. Australian governments share the concern of the Committee, expressed at paragraph 22 of its Concluding Observations, about the disproportionately high percentage of indigenous children in the juvenile justice system and have, in accordance with the recommendation of the Committee, developed initiatives to address this problem (see Concluding Observations, paragraph 31). 

457. Following the Communiqué produced at the Ministerial Summit on Indigenous Deaths in Custody in 1997 (see paragraph 83 of Australia's 10th, 11th and 12th Reports under Article 9 of the International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination),[35] most State and Territory governments agreed to develop, in consultation with indigenous organisations, justice strategies to reduce the incarceration rates for indigenous Australians. 

458. For example, the Queensland Government directed $3.5 million over three years from 1998 to youth crime prevention, in partnership with local communities. In 2000-01, over 40% of this funding was specifically directed at reducing the factors contributing to offending by indigenous young people. The Queensland Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Justice Agreement, signed on 19 December 2000, also puts in place a set of strategies aiming to achieve by 2011 a 50% reduction in the rate at which indigenous people are incarcerated in Queensland. This includes a commitment to reducing the number of indigenous people in youth detention centres. 

459. Reviews into the state of indigenous justice such as the Cape York Justice Study (also known as the Fitzgerald Report) in Queensland (released in November 2001) have led to a further increase in the focus by State and Territory governments on addressing the over-representation of indigenous young people in the juvenile justice system. For example, as part of its response to the Cape York Justice Study, the Queensland Government has actioned the expansion of Community Conferencing across the State, in particular an identified Community Conferencing Co-ordinator position has been created to work in the Cape and Torres area. 

460. ATSIC has been exploring initiatives aimed at preventing and diverting indigenous youth from contact with the criminal justice system. Its Youth Strategy recognises that, for a wide variety of reasons, indigenous young people are at particularly high risk of coming into adverse contact with the criminal justice system, and emphasises the importance of preventative intervention at an early stage. 

461. As part of the strategy, funding was provided during 2001-02 for a pilot project to promote involvement in sporting activities among young indigenous people in New South Wales. If successful, this project will be replicated in other areas. Numerous other local initiatives aimed at promoting self-esteem, rehabilitating young indigenous offenders and reducing the likelihood of indigenous young people coming into contact with the criminal justice system have also been supported by ATSIC's Regional Councils. 

Crime prevention

462. Governments across Australia have committed to the use of a variety of mechanisms to prevent the commission of crime by indigenous young people. For example, funding at both the Federal and State or Territory level has been allocated to mentoring schemes for young indigenous people at risk of, or in the early stages of, contact with the juvenile justice system. A mentor is a significant person from the juvenile network, or the wider community, responsible for offering the young person assistance, encouragement, advocacy and support whilst acting as a role model. The projects seek to direct young people away from an offending lifestyle and contact with the juvenile justice system. 

463. Another example has been the funding in Queensland of Youth Justice Services officers, who work with indigenous young people on youth justice orders. The Youth Justice Services also work and foster the development of community partnerships in developing programs in the communities with indigenous organisations. Similarly, the New South Wales Government has funded six Aboriginal Program Support Officer positions within the Department of Juvenile Justice, who liaise and consult with indigenous communities, support local and regional programs run by indigenous organisations and, when necessary, provide training. 

464. The New South Wales Government also funds a number of Aboriginal Community Patrols across the State. This initiative involves volunteer patrols taking young Aboriginal people to their homes or other safe places when they are at risk in public places at night. The patrols have proved successful as a juvenile crime prevention measure, and, in some communities, have minimised the harm associated with drug and alcohol use, and reduced the occurrence of drug and alcohol related crimes such as assault, malicious damage and street offences. 

D. CHILDREN BELONGING TO A MINORITY OR INDIGENOUS GROUP (ARTICLE. 30)

518. The Committee is referred to pages 409-431 of Australia's First Report. 

Bringing them home initiatives

519. In December 1997, the Federal Government responded to the Bringing Them Home report (referred to above at paragraph 145), announcing a $63 million package of measures to assist those affected by past practices. They include:

· establishing a national network of family tracing and reunion services 

· a government records identification project to enable indigenous people to access historical information about themselves and their families 

· an oral history project to record people's stories of separation 

· counselling services and the expansion of professional counselling support services and counsellor training 

· programs to preserve, revive and develop indigenous culture and languages, and 

· family support and parenting programs. 

520. In the 2001-02 financial year, the Federal Government announced a further $53.9 million over four years to continue the counselling and family reunion services funded under its original response. 

521. The Federal Government has commissioned, through the Ministerial Council for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs, an independent evaluation of Federal, State and Territory responses to the Bringing Them Home report. This arose in response to a Senate Inquiry (held in 2000) into the Federal Government's response to the report. The outcome of the independent evaluation is due in 2003. 

522. State and Territory governments have also responded to the Bringing Them Home report. For example, the South Australian Government has convened and chairs the Bringing Them Home Key Advisory Group comprising senior representation from state government agencies, SA Link-Up, the churches and ATSIC to monitor the implementation of commitments made by the South Australian Government. An annual progress report is provided to the Government. 
TABLE 7 - Causes of death for Indigenous and other Australian infants, 1998-00

	Cause of death 
	Indigenous Australians 
	Other
Australians 
	Rate ratio 

	Perinatal conditions 
	608.4 
	217.8 
	2.8 

	Congenital malformations 
	265.6 
	138.3 
	1.9 

	Other symptoms, signs and abnormal findings1 
	294.5 
	64.2 
	4.6 


Deaths of children aged under 1 year per 100,000 infants.

1 Includes sudden infant death syndrome (SIDS).

TABLE 20 - Placement of Indigenous children in out-of-home care, 30 June 2002

[image: image1.png]1 Placed with sxienced family

@ Placed with other Indigenous carer
& Not place in accordance with principle

. i
S .
5 < 4 o
H |
Zi&‘
ww Ve a4 WA SA  Te  AcT T

3 Excludes Inoigenons ohidren living indesendently and Ihase wnosa fing arsngements were Unknos.
b Placod wit1 anofher Incigencus carer rcludes those iving r Indigenous residenial care.© Nore that date
for Tasmania ana the ACT reéaie To a small number of Indigenots chicren (20 arc 27 resaactivaly} In care 2
30.4une 2002

‘Source: AIHW Ghidren in our-of-home care, Ausiralia data collecion (unpublshedy; able 154.17.




TABLE 22 - Average daily population of indigenous children aged 10 to 17 in juvenile corrective institutions
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i detertion fr other reasons.

‘Source: AIC (2002).




TABLE 24 - Rate of detention per 100,000 Indigenous juveniles aged 10-17 a,b
	Year
	NSW
	Vic
	Qldc
	WA
	SA
	Tas
	ACT
	NT
	Austc

	1993d
	469.2
	156.6
	229.6
	518.5
	760.4
	0.0
	0.0
	110.2
	344.8

	1994
	524.5
	154.2
	316.6
	703.8
	484.6
	122.8
	0.0
	109.8
	391.4

	1995
	550.6
	282.5
	390.3
	610.4
	380.3
	76.3
	367.5
	130.9
	411.1

	1996
	497.8
	205.5
	422.1
	550.6
	493.9
	154.4
	403.2
	85.6
	396.7

	1997
	564.0
	329.0
	355.5
	665.4
	433.6
	158.3
	350.5
	175.4
	431.3

	1998
	437.0
	208.4
	361.5
	662.8
	373.3
	187.4
	385.7
	198.1
	391.8

	1999
	340.0
	225.0
	292.4
	664.5
	278.1
	151.4
	294.5
	136.5
	330.6

	2000
	330.5
	138.8
	232.2
	576.6
	284.2
	193.5
	361.5
	116.2
	295.4


a Average based on population of juvenile corrective institutions on the last day of each quarter.

b Jurisdictional comparisons need to be treated with caution, especially for those States and Territories with low Indigenous populations, where small number effects can introduce statistical variations that do not accurately represent real trends over time or consistent differences from other jurisdictions.

c In 2000, the figure includes on Indigenous male held in detention for other reasons.

d Average based on September and December quarters only.

source: Productivity Commission, Report on Government Services 2002, table F.9 
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