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Dear Michael
National Legal Profession Reform - Western Australia professional conduct rules
You may be aware that the Legal Practice Board of Western Australia (“LPBWA”) has recently published for comment a set of draft Legal Profession Rules under the Legal Profession Act 2008 (WA).

The draft Western Australia rules do not adopt the draft national professional conduct rules developed by the Law Council of Australia (“LCA”).

As you know, LLFG has previously expressed concerns about the workability of a framework which assumes the state-based bodies will and can work together to achieve a national and uniformly regulated profession.
The LCA, through its National Conduct Rules Reference Group, has done considerable work to develop a draft set of national conduct rules, and the LCA board has approved those rules.  Western Australia is represented on the LCA board through the Law Society of Western Australia and the Bar Association of Western Australia.  I am therefore surprised that Western Australia, having approved the LCA’s conduct rules through the LCA board, would then endeavour to develop a different set of rules for Western Australia (and also to advance new proposals at a time when there is concerted work at a national level).  This appears to be another example of behaviour which is not consistent with a commitment to national uniformity.
LLFG believes that this would have been an opportune time for Western Australia to advance the cause of national uniformity by proposing to adopt the LCA’s national rules.  Its approach in respect of this issue is an illustration of our concern.
I have written to the LPBWA to express these concerns and enclose a copy of that letter for your information.
Yours sincerely

R Milliner
Robert Milliner

Chairman LLFG Pty Ltd

Direct line +61 2 9296 2111

Direct fax +61 2 9296 3999

Email robert.milliner@mallesons.com
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