
Foreword
When the Extradition Act was introduced in 1988, it was a sophisticated and all‑encompassing system which met the needs of Australia’s international law enforcement activities.

However, our world in 2005 is dramatically different from our world in 1988. 

International travel, both in and out of Australia, has tripled.  Technology such as the internet, which we now take for granted, was only in its developmental stages in 1988.  An estimated nine million Australians are now users of the world wide web.

Mobile phones were launched in Australia in 1987 and 100,000 services were connected the following year.  Now, 81 per cent of Australians use a mobile and the figure is expected to increase to 94 per cent by the middle of 2006.

Transnational crime and the threat of terrorism are now among the highest priorities for law enforcement agencies.

Improved communications have made it easier for criminals to plan crimes and commit them across borders, and increased international travel has made it easier for them to escape justice.  

It is time to look at new ways to improve legal cooperation between countries and ensure that criminals do not escape justice simply by crossing a border.  

The Australian Government has placed a high priority on reviewing extradition legislation and practice.  Regular reviews of our extradition system will mean that Australia continues to have strong law enforcement arrangements and supports other countries in fighting transnational crime.

This examination of current extradition laws and procedures will result in a new, more streamlined and comprehensive system that will once again place Australia as a world leader in extradition.  
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I encourage you to contribute to the review and welcome your submissions as we strive to develop an extradition system which stands Australia in good stead for the law enforcement fight against crime.
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CHRIS ELLISON 






Minister for Justice and Customs 
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