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Introduction

1. The Australian Government is pleased to present its common Core Document, incorporating its reports under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) and forming part of its reports under the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CROC), the International Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD), the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), and the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT).
2. In preparing this expanded Core Document, Australia has followed the harmonised guidelines issued by the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in May 2006 (HRI/MC/2006/3).  The expanded Core Document includes a broad range of information relevant to all or several of the treaty bodies and reduces the amount of duplicated material and the overall length of the reports.  This time around, Australia has incorporated its individual reports under the Covenants into this Document.  
3. The reporting period covered in Part 3 of the common Core Document is January 1997 to June 2006, and the information provided is correct as at June 2006.  Part 3 supplements and should be read in conjunction with Australia’s previous reports under the six major human rights treaties.  Together, these documents outline the legislative, judicial, administrative and other measures in Australia which give effect to Australia’s human rights obligations.  
4. A table is included at the beginning of each section in Part 3 of this document setting out the Articles from each treaty that are relevant to that section.  Australia has responded to specific concerns raised by the relevant treaty body with respect to its last reports under the ICCPR and ICESCR in the area of this document dealing with the relevant subject matter.  Tables indicating where previous Concluding Observations of the relevant Committee are addressed in the Core Document are included in the ICCPR and ICESCR Reports annexed to this document.  
Consultation with stakeholders

5. The Australian Government consulted widely in preparing the common Core Document and is grateful, to those stakeholders and members of the public who provided input, for their assistance and comments.

6. The Australian Government recognises the important role played by 
non-government organisations (NGOs) in promoting and implementing the rights set out in the Covenants and undertook two rounds of consultations with a broad range of relevant NGOs in the preparation of this document.  A list of NGOs contacted during the preparation of this document is at Appendix A.

A range of issues relevant to Australia’s obligations under the human rights treaties were raised by NGOs.  These comments were taken into consideration in the preparation of the common core document.  
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