
Contents
Vol 23    No 2    May 2008

Please note that contributions to the Australian Journal of Emergency Management are reviewed. 
Academic papers (denoted by     ) are peer reviewed to appropriate academic standards by 
independent, qualified experts.

FOREWORD � 2

Communiqué	 3
A new spirit of cooperation between the Ministerial Council for Police 

and Emergency Management.

A new approach to community flood education	 4
Neil Dufty argues that community flood education programs be broadened  
from ‘awareness’ and ‘prepardness’ to building community resilience.

Litigation for failure to warn of natural hazards and community resilience	 9
Michael Eburn discusses liability in relation to hazard warnings in the Australian 
context and examines whether ‘blaming, naming and claiming’ poses a threat.

Paramedics’ perceptions of risk and willingness to work during disasters	 14
Smith, Morgans, Qureshi, Archer and Burkle Jr. report on a study investigating  
the factors motivating paramedics’ willingness to work during disasters.

An interdisciplinary analytical study on the risk preparedness of Bam	 21
Alireza Fallahi reports on a study investigating the current resilience of the city.

Differentiated adjustment to the 1991 My Pinatubo resettlement  
program among lowland ethnic groups of the Philippines	 31
Jean-Christophe Galliard presents the results of a study on the adjustment  
of two ethnic groups to the post-disaster resettlement.

Role of building codes and construction standards in windstorm  
disaster mitigation	 40
David Henderson and John Ginger examine the role of Australia’s  
building code and construction standards in a number of windstorm  
disaster mitigation situations. 

Legal risks of volunteer firefighters – how real are they?	 47
Elsie Loh examines Australian legislation arguing that perception  
regarding firefighters’ protection from liability may not be reality.

Future challenges for volunteer based emergency services	 61
Deb Parkin explores the challenges facing Australia’s emergency management 
volunteer sector and their implications for Emergency Service leaders.

Community based disaster preparedness: Need for a standardized  
training module	 68 
Ajinder Walia examines the issues and challenges in some international  
examples of community-based disaster management calling for a  
standardized global training module.

Book Review	 74

Book Launch	 76 
The launch of the Handbook of Disaster and Emergency  
Policies and Institutions.

R

‘safer sustainable communities’

The Australian Journal of  
Emergency Management
Vol. 23 No. 2, May 2008	 ISSN: 1324 1540

PUBLISHER
The Australian Journal of Emergency Management 
is the official journal of Emergency Management 
Australia, a Division of the Federal Attorney-
General’s Department, and is the nation’s most 
highly rated journal in its field. The purpose of 
the Journal is to build capacity in the emergency 
management industry in Australia. It provides 
access to information and knowledge for an active 
emergency management research community and 
practitioners of emergency management.

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Tony Pearce, Director General,  
Emergency Management Australia.

AJEM ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Christine Jenkinson, Emergency Management 
Australia
Roger Jones, Director, Board of the Victoria 
State Emergency Service Authority
Chas Keys, formerly of NSW State Emergency Service
Graham Dwyer, Department of Justice, Victoria
Prof Jennifer McKay, University of South Australia
Andrew Coghlan, Australian Red Cross, 
Melbourne
David Parsons, Sydney Water Corporation 
Cate Moore, Emergency Management Australia

PUBLISHER and EDITORIAL TEAM
Grey Worldwide Canberra
Manager, Alex Cowley 
Editor, Anita Cleaver
Design and Typesetting by Grey Worldwide

CIRCULATION
Published on the last day of August, November, 
February and May each year. Copies are 
distributed quarterly without charge to 
subscribers throughout Australia and overseas.

COPYRIGHT
Material in The Australian Journal of 
Emergency Management is protected under the 
Commonwealth Copyright Act 1968.  
No material may be reproduced in part or 
in whole without written consent from the 
copyright holders. The views in this journal 
are not necessarily the views of Emergency 
Management Australia.

SUBMISSIONS
The Australian Journal of Emergency 
Management welcomes submissions. Please 
contact us on ajem@ema.gov.au for a copy 
of our Contributors’ Guidelines. Articles for 
publication may be forwarded to:

The Australian Journal of Emergency 
Management
Main Road MT MACEDON VIC 3441

SUBSCRIPTONS & SUBSCRIPTON 
ENQUIRIES 
For your free subscription contact us at
Email: ajem@ema.gov.au or fax 03 5421 5272 
Or visit us online at www.ema.gov.au/ajem
Changes to subscription details can be made  
by emailing ajem@ema.gov.au

EDITORIAL enquiries ONLY
Tel: (02) 6295 3662


