
historical snapshot

The Influenza Pandemic of 1918
By the northern autumn of 1918 a strain of influenza seemingly no different from that of previous 
years suddenly turned deadly, and engendered such a state of panic and chaos in communities 
across the globe, that many people believed the world was coming to an end. It struck with 
amazing speed, often killing its victims within just hours of the first signs of infection.

The 1918-1919 pandemic killed more people than World War I, at somewhere between 20 and 
40 million people. It has been cited as the most devastating epidemic in recorded world history. 
More people died of influenza in a single year than in four-years of the Black Death Bubonic 
Plague from 1347 to 1351. Known as “Spanish Flu” or “La Grippe” the influenza of 1918-1919 
was a global disaster.

A large factor of worldwide flu prevalence was increased travel. The modern transportation 
systems made it easier for soldiers, sailors, and travelers to spread the disease quickly and to 
communities worldwide.

The pandemic affected everyone. With one-quarter of the US and one-fifth of the world 
infected with the influenza, it was impossible to escape from the illness.

Source:  �http://virus.stanford.edu/uda 
http://www.ninthday.com/spanish_flu.htm

Cover shot: © Newspix. Media interviewing Emergency Services officer.  
Communication is an integral element of Emergency Management.

This logo, for the Emergency Media and Public Affairs conference, was designed by Alison McDonald, a University of Southern 
Queensland design student. The rationale for the design is that the sphere represents the planet, with the red and yellow colours 
and a radiating circle indicating a crisis. The strong red, breaking up from left to right, indicates the high energy and interest that 
is created during a disaster or emergency that then diminishes with time as the recovery phase takes over. The meridian lines 
denote the complexity of communication around the emergency, along with the resultant reverberation of the effects of the crisis.
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