
historical snapshot

Blue Mountains Fire 1968
In 1968 the Blue Mountains were struck by the most disastrous wildfire since 1957.  
The fire started in October out of the southern extension of a fire at Bilpin and crossed the 
Grose River to the outskirts of North Springwood (Winmalee) on October 28. During the next 
fortnight, the fire slowly burned in a south-westerly direction and on November 14 made a run 
across the Nepean River north of Castlereagh and burned almost to the Penrith-Windsor road.  
The western edge of the fire in the Grose continued to burn slowly in a south-westerly direction 
until November 28, when after burning out a huge tract of land north of the Great Western 
Highway, the fire made a final run out of Linden Creek, crossing the highway at Faulconbridge 
at 9 a.m. The fire wasn’t stopped until 3 p.m. on that day after it had reached lightly timbered 
country on the eastern side of the Penrith-Wallacia road. 

The fire claimed the lives of three volunteer firemen, razed more than 70 houses to the  
ground and destroyed 9,300 hectares of bushland.
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Cover shot: A local man looking at the spillway at the Fairbaird Dam, Emerald, Queeensland. © Newspix




