‘Emergency Management Volunteers – Thank You’

 NATIONAL PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION 2010

Based on the adage that a ‘picture is worth a thousand words’, the Attorney-General’s Department (AGD) is searching for the best photographs to recognise emergency management volunteers in action. The theme is ‘Emergency Management Volunteers – Thank You’.


The competition is open to:

• professional photographers (i.e. media organisations or freelance)

• individuals who are not professional photographers, and

• secondary school students (Years 9-12).

Photographs must have been taken between 1 July 2008 and 24 March 2010. Entries close 31 March 2010.National winning entries and State/Territory highly commended entries will be announced at an awards ceremony at the commencement of National Volunteer Week, 10-16 May 2010.

The Volunteer Story

The competition aims to attract a range of photographs that depict emergency management volunteers at work in all types of situations, and to tell the volunteer story of dedication, commitment and sacrifice not only in times of disasters and emergencies but, every day.

The photographs will increase community awareness of the role and value of volunteers in Australia’s emergency management sector.

Judging



The judging panel will be chaired by AGD and will include representatives from the emergency management volunteer sector and the photography profession.

The panel will be looking for photographs that show volunteers undertaking an emergency management related activity, either on the front line or ‘ behind the scenes’– this could include training, community education, prevention, preparedness, response and recovery. The photographs need to depict the competition theme ‘Emergency Management Volunteers – Thank You’ and the represented emergency management agency/agencies badge(s)/logo(s) must be easily identifiable within the photograph.

Participants can enter up to two photographs and only one stream of the competition. Photographs may have already been published. However, photographers must be willing to provide copyright permission for the Australian Government to use their photograph(s) in promotion of winners and highly commended entries of the competition. The images may also be used to promote emergency management volunteers and volunteer organisations in related publications.

Information Requirements With Each Entry:


All Entries

1. 
Type of camera, image settings and film (if applicable) used.

2. 
A Photograph Title (max 5 words) and an extended caption (max 100 words) to support the photograph (that is, to tell the story).

3. 
If requested, evidence the photograph was taken during the period 1 July 2008 and 24 March 2010.

4. 
Permission that the photograph can be used for promotional (but not commercial) and work related purposes by the Australian Government, including in publications by the AGD with appropriate acknowledgement tothe photographer.

5.
You warrant that you have obtained the necessary consent from any individuals that are the subject of your photograph about the proposed use of the photograph.

6.
Permission, collaboration and assistance of an authorised emergency services officer for you  to take a photograph for this competition. Do not risk your safety.

7. 
A separate entry is required for each photograph entered into the competition.

Specific Requirements for the Professional Photographers’ Stream

1. 
Credentials of photographer, including proof of employment/commission.

2. 
Written statement that the photographer owns the copyright in the photograph.

Specific Requirements for the Secondary School Students – Years 9 to Year 12 Stream

1. 
Letter from School Teacher/Principal on School Letterhead as evidence of valid entry.

2. 
For students under the age of 18, permission from parent/guardian to participate in the

photographic competition.

How To Enter


A completed entry form (available online at www.ema.gov.au), supporting information (outlined in the Judging Criteria) and your photograph must be:

(a) 
Emailed to photocomp@ag.gov.au

(JPEG files are preferred, minimum 600dpi photograph, maximum 10MB size email)

Note - a separate email is required for each entry.

AND

(b) Posted to ‘Emergency Management Volunteers - Thank You’ Photographic Competition

Attorney-General’s Department

NSCDD - EMCDB
3-5 National Circuit

BARTON ACT 2600

Note – prints submitted by post should be approximately 20cm x 25cm in size.

For more information go to www.ema.gov.au or email photocomp@ag.gov.au. Entries must be received by email and post to AGD to be considered eligible.

ENTRY FORM

‘Emergency Management Volunteers – Thank You’
National Photographic Competition 2010’


This entry form must be completed and attached to the supporting material submitted.

Entry Title (max five words)
Entry Caption (max 100 words) Type of camera settings and film (if applicable) used

Name of Business / Media / Volunteer Organisation / School
Name of Photographer
Address

Phone (  )

Mobile
Email

Competition Stream (tick one):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Professional  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Individuals (not professional photographer)  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Secondary school student (Years 9-12) Date  
Entrant Signature*

Print Name

Date 
  /   /  

Date photograph was taken
/   /  


 FORMCHECKBOX 
I certify that the information provided is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I agree that the Australian Government may use my photograph (with a credit line) for

     publicity purposes.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
I have received permission from the subject/person(s) within my photograph to use their image for      

     this competition.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
I have completed and attached the AGD Consent for Use of Images form (downloadable at   

     www.ema.gov.au).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
I have emailed an electronic version of my entry to AGD (JPEG files preferred, minimum 600dpi   

     photograph, maximum 10MB size email).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
I have posted a printed version of my entry to AGD (prints submitted should be approximately    

     20cm x 25cm).

 FORMCHECKBOX 
I acknowledge my photograph(s) will not be returned to me.

All entries, support information and photograph must be received by 31 March 2010.
If entrant is under the age of 18 parent/guardian signature is required for a valid entry.


*Signature is required on printed form posted to AGD. Full name is required on electronic form emailed to AGD.

Please refer to the Emergency Management in Australia website (www.ema.gov.au) for full terms and conditions of the 2010 National ‘Emergency Management Volunteers – Thank You’Photographic Competition.

Terms and Conditions


1.
Entries will be accepted from residents of Australia ONLY .

2. 
AGD staff are not permitted to enter the competition.

3. 
The greatest care will be taken with entries but noresponsibility will be accepted for loss or damage.

4. 
Entries will be accepted ONLY on the official entry form or a photocopy of the same.

5. 
Entries must be received by email and post to AGD to be considered eligible.

6. 
The photograph(s) must relate to the competition theme ‘Emergency Management Volunteers –Thank You’.

7. 
The represented emergency management agency/agencies badge(s)/logo(s) must be easily

identifiable within the photograph.

8. 
While the judging panel will identify the winning photograph, AGD will retain all entries to help

promote emergency management volunteers and the work they undertake on behalf of all

Australians. If used in any form of promotion, publications or displays, appropriate captions and credit lines will appear. I understand that copyright for the photograph(s) will usually be held by the Australian Government, but may be held by a third party.

 9. 
All photographs must have been taken by the entrant.

10.
Entries are limited to two photographs per entrant and the entrant can only enter into one stream.

11. 
The judging panel has full discretionary powers to make awards in all streams.

12. 
Any entry considered by the judging panel to be unsuitable for the competition will be rejected.

13. 
All entries must be titled for identification purposes(max 5 words per title).

14. 
Computer enhanced images are NOT acceptable.

15. 
Prints may be either trade processed or the work of the author.

16. 
The back of the print MUST bear – in the top left hand corner – the author’s name, address, title and stream entered. Please use a sticker rather than write on the photograph.

17. 
Prints submitted should be approximately 20cm x 25cm in size.

18. 
Prints may be mounted or unmounted – mounts thickness must not exceed 5mm. Wood,  chipboard or hardboard mounts are not acceptable.

19. 
Prints will not be returned to the entrant at the end of the competition.

20. 
There is no financial remuneration for award winners or for the photograph(s) to be used for

promotional (but not commercial) and work related purposes by the Australian Government, including in publications by the AGD with appropriate acknowledgement to the photographer.

Awards

The Judging Panel will select ONE national winning photograph in each stream and have the option to make Highly Commended Awards
A State/Territory Highly Commended Award may also be selected in each stream.

The photographer judged to be the outright winner in each stream will receive an award plaque and framed certificate.

Highly Commended entrants in each stream will receive a framed certificate.

The judging panel may make Commended Awards, with the entrant receiving a framed certificate.

If the quality of entry falls below the required standard in any competition stream, in the opinion of the judges, AGD reserves the right to not provide an award in that stream. 
Winners and finalists will be invited to attend an award ceremony. Travel expenses will be covered by AGD.
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